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Sir: 

Applicants arc responding to the Restriction Requirement dated July 1. 2003 and are 
including this Preliminaiy Amendment "A" for purposes of correcting a formality error in the 
application. The present patent application was not drafted by appHcants' present attorney. Upon 
review of the application for purposes of responding to the Restriction Requirement, applicants' 
present attorney discovered that portions of the disclosure w hich should be at the beginning of the 
"Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments" is present in the "Background of the 
Invention". Although it is clear that this subject matter is considered by the applicants to be part 
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of the invention, legal issues may arise in the future regarding this subjeet matter if the correetion 
is not made at this time. 

For example, an indication that disclosure of portions of the invention is presently in the 
"Background of the Invention'' section at Pages 3 - 7 of the application include: 

Page 3, lines - 10: "The pattern generation system of the invention receives raw image 
data and generates beam control data in response thereto . . 

Page 3, lines 19 - 21 : "In one example, the pattern generation system of the invention 
receives and rasterizes a set of hierarchical image data (indicative of a two-dimensional bit map) 
to generate. . 

Page 3, lines 24 - 25: "One aspect of the inventive method is a method for generating 
beam control data in response to hierarchical image data. In a class of preferred embodiments, 
the invention rasterizes hierarchical image data . . 

Page 5, lines () - 7: "The inventors have recognized that it would be desirable to 
implement such a design as a hierarchical design . . 

Page 6, lines 8 - 10: "The inventors have recognized that it is therefore desirable to 
reduce the data volume that must be transferred . . 

Page 6, lines 22 - 23: "The graphics engine thus inflates the compressed data transferred 
to it in accordance with the invention, typically with a large inflation factor . . ." 

Page 6, lines 27 - 29: "More specifically, the present invention decreases the volume of 
image data that must be transferred to a graphics engine (e.g., raster engine) by delemiining a set 
of N-level hierarchical image data where N is greater than . . 
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Page 7, lines 8 - 10; preferred embodiments, the beam control data is in pixel formal, 
but it can alternatively be in vector format." 

The present Preliminary Amendment "A" deletes subject matter which does not belong 
in the ''Background of the Invention" section of the application and inserts this subject matter 
into the "Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments" section of the application. No new 
matter has been added by this Amendment. 

Please amend the application as follow s: 
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